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lish East India Company, followed its example and
largely employed the service of discharged servants
of the London Company. After the two were united
in 1708, so purely commercial were the qualifications
of the United Company's agents in the first half of
the last century, that they were not equal to dealing
with the more statesmanlike policy of the famous
French Governor-General, Dupleix.
When, however, the conquest of Bengal by Clive
in 1757 was followed by the return of the Company's
clerks, enriched  beyond   the  wealth  of  avarice, to
*
England, where they pushed up the price of seats
in the House of Commons by their rivalry for the
purchase of rotten boroughs, English politicians
began to covet the rich patronage of the Directors
of the East India Company and to cast greedy eyes
at the lucrative places which it fell to them to fill.
Lord North's Regulating Act of 1773 commenced
the assault on the Company's patronage by estab-
lishing a Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta,
composed of a chief justice and three judges to be
appointed by the Crown, and by naming in the Act
the first Governor-General, Warren Hastings, and the
first four members of a council to advise him, of
whom three, Monson, Clavering, and Francis, had no
Indian experience and were appointed for purely
political reasons. This invasion of the Company's
patronage was soon followed by a bolder effort.
Charles James Fox, on behalf of the Coalition Min-
istry of the Duke of Portland, brought in on Novem-